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Issue:  
 Change in the Fire Prevention & Suppression Regulations for future 
subdivisions including inspections and fees. 
 
Background:  

Missoula County Commissioners with the advice and direction of staff 
have changed the process of permitting subdivisions in all of Missoula County.  
The process will include a requirement for all subdivisions to adequately supply 
water for fire protection.  This requires subdivisions to meet one of the following 
criteria: 

a. Municipal water system with 1,000 gallons per minute (gpm) minimum: 
b. Wells with 350 gpm well and a minimum 2,000 gallon storage; 
c. Storage tanks/cisterns with fire hydrants attached; 
d. A pond or river; 
e. Residential sprinkler systems – In the event that residential sprinklers 

are recommended by the appropriate fire jurisdiction and approved by the 
governing body as an acceptable alternative for fire protection, the requirements 
of installation shall be included in an agreement with the governing body which 
shall be filed with the plat.  These water supply options can be increased by the 
AHJ subject to particular conditions.   

Also included in the regulation are sections on Design of Roads and 
Driveways for Emergency Access, Fuel Mitigation in Wildland Urban Interface 
Areas, and Visible Address Signage.  Roads and driveways are required to be at 
least 20 feet wide and have a clearance of 13 feet 6 inches, including security 
gates which may be required to have fire department access.  Roads and 
driveways shall be designed to handle fire apparatus loads and provide all-
weather driving capabilities.  Private roads will need a maintenance agreement.  
Turn-a-rounds will be requires in many roads or driveways with a radius of not 
less than 35 feet.  These roads and driveways will be planned and approved prior 
to final plat.  There are more requirements that need to be addressed by a sub-
divider before final plat can be made.   

Additionally a new fee has been adopted that will be paid by the developer 
at time of application for a sub-division.  The fee is to cover the cost of 
inspections and plan reviews.  These fees are in addition to all other fees 
currently charged.  Be aware of this cost increase. 

 



 
 


