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Government Relations Issue Brief  
City of Missoula Zoning Rewrite 

Planning, Annexation, and Zoning Review 
August 6, 2009 

 
Issue:  
 The City of Missoula rewrite of current zoning ordinances 
 
Background:  

The Missoula Office of Planning and Grants (OPG) has been rewriting 
Missoula City zoning ordinances.  An outside consultant was hired to complete 
the rewrite process with in a 30 month period.  To date the Missoula 
Consolidated Planning Board has reviewed the draft and added changes and 
comments.  On June 22nd, City Council held a public hearing on the draft as 
changed by the Planning Board and referred the document to the Planning, 
Annexation, and Zoning committee to review and revise the ordinances as they 
see fit.  This process is anticipated to take most of the summer to complete as 
each meeting is open to the public.  The portion of the rewrite impacting 
Missoula’s business signs was reviewed by PAZ over a two week period, July 
29th and August 5th.  The Chamber attended the meetings along with many 
representatives of local businesses.  Testimony was given by members of the 
local S.A.V.E. organization as well as many businesspersons.  After seven hours 
of debate, the PAZ committee had addressed and voted to authorize the use of 
digital message centers in designated areas of Missoula.  These areas are along 
the main business streets, a map was included.  Certain restrictions on the use of 
signs was developed and adopted.  One requirement is to hold each frame of the 
message for at least one second and change the copy in one second or less.  
The use of animation will not be allowed.   

Originally, the hours of lighting signs would be limited to the hours that the 
business is open.  This restriction was successfully eliminated.  Signs can be 
illuminated 24/7.  Brightness of digital signs will be required to be reduced during 
the night hours. 

Overall the ordinance as crafted seems to be a compromise to all 
involved. 
 


